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The Reformation of the Church 
505 years ago the Christian world was shaken to its core when an obscure monk, priest, and 
professor named Martin Luther published his 95 Theses. This is an odd little document, a set of 
numbered assertions, most of them no longer than a single sentence. On its surface it is a 
complaint about the late medieval practice of selling indulgences. At its heart is an argument about 
the essence of the Christian faith. As Luther puts it in Thesis 62, “the true treasure of the Church is 
the most holy Gospel of the grace and glory of God.” The key word, heavy with content, is 
“Gospel,” or in plain English, “Good News.” As God will underscore with us repeatedly this 
morning, what makes us eternally right with God is not what we do, or pay, or suffer, or earn. 
Instead it’s nothing more than a simple trust that Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, is right for us.  
 
The world needs this Gospel as badly in 2022 as it did in 1518.  Perhaps even more so!  And God 
in his profound mercy continues working through the Church to make it heard. That’s what we 
celebrate today, with thanks and praise to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for gifts in Christ of 
peace, freedom, and wondrous, enduring hope. 
 
Today’s celebration features a full and festive liturgy. We will also welcome six young people at the 
Lord’s Table for their first Communion. 
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FESTIVAL OF THE REFORMATION 
October 30, 2022 

 
PRELUDE “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” Johann Pachelbel 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Stand 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid:  cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another... 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into 
the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  In your compassion forgive us 
our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.  
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

ENTRANCE 

 
ENTRANCE HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” #503 

 
GREETING  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE All Glory Be to God on High,” #410 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 
P Let us pray.  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in 
your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  Pastor Bridger 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Sit 
 
FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt--a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 
more. 

 The Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 
 
  



6 

 

PSALM 46:1-6, 8-10  
 Choir sings refrain; all repeat refrain 

 
 

Choir sings regular print; All sing bold print 

 
 
1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
  a very present | help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
3though its waters | rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
  the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the | break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth | melts away. Refrain 
 
8Come now, regard the works | of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 
        and burns the | shields with fire. 
10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; 
        I will be exalted | in the earth.” Refrain 
 
SECOND LESSON Romans 3:19-28 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For "no human 
being will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the 

knowledge of sin. 
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     21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 
law and the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are 
now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God 
put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show 
his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; 26 it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies 
the one who has faith in Jesus. 
     27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by 
the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by 
the law. 

 The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

GOSPEL John 8:31-36 

Gospel Processional “Listen, God Is Calling,” #513 stanzas 1, 2 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered 
him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean 
by saying, 'You will be made free'?" 
     34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 
The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 
So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

“Listen, God is Calling,” #513 stanza 3 
 
Sit 
 
SERMON The Rev. Mitch Phillips 

Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership 
Northeast Ohio Synod, ELCA 

 
Please sit in silent reflection and then stand to sing when the worship leaders stand 
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HYMN OF THE DAY “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word,” #517 

 
NICENE CREED 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen.  

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  He has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We   acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

After each petition – 

A Lord, in your mercy, 

C Hear our prayer.   
 
PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

Please greet each other using these or similar words:   Peace be with you. 
 
Sit 

 
OFFERING “God Alone Be Praised,” Zebulon Highben; Messiah Choir 
 
Stand 
 
OFFERTORY “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage,” #509 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P Let us pray.  God of mercy and grace, 

C You adorn our lives with neighbors to love, bread to share, and good news to tell.  
Make us eager to honor your desires and use what we have gathered to glorify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Amen. 

 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise… 
…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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 You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God…now and forever.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen  

Sit 

 
RECOGNITION OF FIRST COMMUNICANTS 
 
AGNUS DEI 

 

 
 

Concerning the sacrament—    Holy Communion is Christ’s gift to his Church, his true body and 
blood given with bread and wine for us to eat and drink.  Here Christ confirms in us the 
benefits of his death and resurrection.  He forgives our sins, refreshes our lives, and 
promises our salvation. We welcome to the Lord’s table all baptized and communing 
Christians who share this faith. 
 
In receiving, please follow the lead of the people around you.  Communion practices have 
been altered throughout the pandemic to provide for safety.  Gluten-free hosts are available 
for those who need them. Quietly ask the pastor for the Gluten-free host.   
If coming forward not to commune but to receive a blessing, approach the pastor with your 
arms crossed.  If you are physically unable to come forward, simply let an usher or deacon 
know you would like to receive communion at your seat. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “The Church’s One Foundation, #654 
 “Built on a Rock,”#652 stanzas 1-4 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
C  Amen. 

 
Silence for reflection. 
BENEDICTION 

 
 
HYMN “Built on a Rock,” #652 stanza 5 
 
DISMISSAL  

 Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; return no one evil for 
evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, and help the suffering; honor all people; love and 
serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen! Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” Johann Nicolaus Hanff 

 
Liturgy from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 
SB131019. Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License.net with License #A-702571.  

 
Serving Today 

Preacher – The Rev. Mitchell Phillips  
Presider –  The Rev. Steve M. Krebill 

Pastor –  The Rev. Seth C. Bridger 
Assisting Ministers – Nancy Richter (8:30); Mike Allan (11) 

Communion Assistant – Eric Anderson (8:30) 
Acolytes – Annalies Anderson (8:30);  

Messiah Choir 
Guest Director of Music – Deborah Zudell 

Deacons – Bob Trapp (8:30); Terrie Leske (11) 
Usher – Ken Novack (11) 

Altar Guild – Maria Geier, Diane Paton 
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First Communion Students 

Christian Behe 
 

Julia Ballrick 
 

Maren Casselberry 
 

Helaina Mines 
 

Avery Schneider 
 

Sean Sullivan 

 

In Our Prayers— 

+ For the young people receiving their First Communion this weekend. 
 

+ For the newly baptized:  Mitchell Daniel Main, Sean Sullivan, Larissa Sullivan, Leslie Sullivan, 
Kamari Poku, Ezra Poku, Peyton Royster 

 

+ For those living in Syria, Afganistan, Ukraine and Russia.  For those recovering from recent 
storns in Puerto Rico, the Caribean, Florida, and South Carolina.   

 

+ For our ELCA and all Lutheran peoples around the world as we live by faith through grace each 
and every day and as we celebrate 505 years since the beginning of the Protestant Reformation 

+  

+  For Allison and Jarad Waugaman as they exchanged wedding vows and begin their new life 
together in marriage. 
 

+ For those living with health concerns:  Donna Barth (sister of Kim Patton), Jim Breckel, 
Emerson Buskirk, Andrew Boraggina, Mag Donohoe, Marc Heidmann, Sue Nerlinger, Bill 
Russell, Geri Schuett, all young people currently infected with RSV, and those who love and care 
for them. 

 

This Week’s Altar Flowers are given— 

 In honor of Allison Younger and Jared Waugaman wedding. 

 
 


